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ADVERTISEMENT TO FIRST EDITION. 



This Essay haying passed the ordeal of a Medical Society, and 
been approved of, its publication was deemed likely to prove 
beneficial, by diffusing information on a most imperfectly under- 
stood subject. 
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. TO THB 

RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF SHAFTESBURY, 

THIS ▲TTBMPT TO BUOOEST BBHEDIAL MEA8UBB8 T0WABD8 BBMOTUrO 

SOME OV THOSB BYILfl WBIOH SPBUfO FBOM THB ATBOOIOUS STATB OF THB 

FBBf BNT LAW AB IT BBLATB8 TO 

LUNACY AND LUNATIC ASYLUMS, 

18 HOST BBSFBOTFULLT INSOBIBBD BT BIS L0BI>8HIP*S MOST HUlfBLB 
AND DBYOTBD SBBVAMT, 

JOHN LEECH. 



77, Portland Stbbbt, ) 
aiasgow, March, 1862. ) 



TO THK 



BMhtTH nf tjif ^im^m Intttlirai MttM $m% 



Mr. President and Gentlemen, 
T HAVE to apologise to the Society for the imperfect paper 
which I intend, with your permission, to suhmit for the con- 
sideration of this intelligent hody. The longer my attention 
has been directed to the subject of it, the more has its vast 
importance and complicated character been forced on my con- 
viction ; and the painful consciousness of my inability to under- 
take to grapple with it has proportionally increased. But I 
am not aware of any other medical party having the neces- 
sary personal experience (without which it would be folly to 
make the attempt, no matter how well otherwise qualified,) 
that I have had, who has taken the same public interest in the 
subject. May I humbly indulge the hope, therefore, that how- 
ever mean an estimate my esteemed brethren may make of the 
performance, that they will give that amount of credit they 
deem proper to the honesty and disinterested motives that 
actuate the humble performer. 

JOHN LEECH, 

GLASQoyr, 5th Feb. 1852. 



INTRODUCTORY NOTICE TO SECOND EDITION. 



To THE Fbibnds op Humanitt. 

While we cordially oonoor in the propriety of adopting mearares for resisting 
Papal aggression from abroad^as also the benerolent-exertions for the emanci- 
pation of the American slave, and suppression of the traffic — we yet cannot see 
the consistency of obstinately shutting onr eyes to the greater necessity that 
exists for exertions being used for the suppression of Protestant aggression and 
kidnapping at home, under shelter of the atrocious Law of Lunacy. While all 
other classes enjoy the British privilege of letting their grievances be made known, 
the claims of this hapless class, who are by their position debarred alike of the 
legal right, as the opportunity of pleading for themselves or -each other, should 
not certainly to be overlooked. On the contrary, the death-Hhe silence which reigns 
around their prison house ought all the more eloquently to plead in their behalf! ! 

Whatever persons of Weaker capacity may think, or selfishly indifferent and yet 
more selfishly interested parties may say, relative to the very humble but sincere 
and anxious endeavours of an obscure individual to bring his personal knowledge 
and experience to bear, so as to act beneficially towards rectifying an extensive 
system that is susceptible of being, and (it is undeniable) too often is, perverted 
into an instrument of secret, but all the more cruel oppression to many, — it is 
certainly matter of sincere gratulation that he has found his attempt to be 
seemingly appreciated by personages of the most exalted rank as unquestionable 
benevolence, as well as by not a few of those master minds of the age we live in^ 
Besides the polite acceptance of the Earl of Shaftesbury of the Dedication, the an- 
nexed copies of some of the acknowledgments returned for the receipt of Essay 
(which, under the very peculiar circumstances of the case it is hoped there is no 
impropriety in giving), places the statement beyond the reach of cavil. The united 
favourable opinion of his esteemed brethren of the Glasgow Southern Medical 
Society of the essay, as expressed in the Minute of Meeting, he deems to be 
amply sufficient (so far as medical tatimony is concerned) to warrant its publi- 
cation without further confirmation. Should some of the remarks be considere 
severe on his medical brethren, he hopes they will be taken as intended to be 
wholesome. For ** Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the Idsses of an enemy 
are deceitful." 

From his inmost soul, the humble Essayist prays (that under the superintending 
Providence of Him who guides the planets in their courses, and yet numbers the 



hairs upon our heads,) that this publication may' be blessed in being made the 
means of furthering the philanthropic object intended, viz., pioneering the way for 
the more effectiTC cultiyation of this hitherto shamefully neglected, but most ex- 
tensiye, field for benevoleut enterprise and legislative interference. 

JOHN LEECH. 

G1.AS00W, 77» South Porti.aiid Street,? 
28th June, 1852. > 



Frof^ His Royal ERghneu Pbikob Albert. 
Colbnd Grey has received the commands of his Royal GQghness Friitcb Albert, to 
acknowledge the receipt of the pamphlet sent by Dr. Leech, and to conyey to him the 
expression of his Royal Highness's thanks. 
Osborne, March 18, 1852. 

From His Qraee the Dcke of HAMiLToir, Lord Lieutenant of Lanarkshire. 

Chamberlain's OfEloe, 
HamUton Palace, 14th April, 1852. 
Sir,— As the Duke of Hamiltom is at present rather unwell, he has desired me to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your Pamphlet, containing Suggestions on the Law of Lunacy, and 
Lunatic Asylums, and to return His Grace's best ttumks for your attention in sending it to 
him.— I am Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Dr. Leech. Wm . Leiohtoit. 

From His Qraee the Duke of Mohtrose, Lord Lieutenant of Stirlingshire. 
The Duke of Montrose begs to acknowledge firom Dr. Leech the receipt of his Mote^ and 
the Pamphlet accompanying it. 
April, 23, 1852. 

From His Grace the Duke of Buccleuch, Lord Lieutenant of EditiburgJuhire and 
Roxburghshire. 

Grtot Malvern, 23d April, 1852. 
Sir, — I am directed by the Duke of Buccleuch to acknowledge receipt of the pamphlet, 
which accompanied your note of the 18th inst — I am. Sir, your obedient Servant 
Dr. Leech. W. Sutherland, Secy. 

From His Grace the Duke of Argyll, Hereditary Lord Lieutenant of the County of Argyll. 

The Duke of Argyll presents his compliments to Dr. Leech, and regrets that he has 
not sooner a<daiowledged the Essay which Dr. L. has been good enough to send him, and 
for which he is much obliged. 



From the Right Hon, the Earl of Derby, Premier. 

Downing Street, 14th Bfarch, 1852. 
Colonel Wilbraham is directed by the Earl of Derby to acknowledge the receipt of Dr. 
Leech's letter of the 9th instant, and to thank him for the Essay on Lunatic Asylums, for- 
warded therewith. 

John Leech, Esq., M.D. 

From the Right Hon. Lord John Russell. 

Chesham Place, 24th Bfarch, 1852. 
Sir,— I am directed by Lord John Russell to thank you for the copy of your Pamphlet, 
which you have been good enough to forward with your letter of the 28th instant. — I am. 
Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Dr. Leech. Arthur Russell. 

From the Right Hon. Spencer H. Walpolb, Principal Secretary of State for ihe Home 

Department. 

Whitehall, 12th March, 1852. 
Sir,— I am directed by Mr. Secretary Walpolb to acknowledge the receipt of your note 
of the 9Ui instant, enclosing printed paper, entitled Suggestions on the Law of Lunacyi and 
Lunatic Asylums.- 1 am. Sir, your obedient Servant, 

John Leech, Esq., M.D. W. Waddington. 



From the Right Hon. Sir F. Thesiqbr, AUorney -General. 
The Attorney- General presents his compliments, and regrets that a press of business at 
the time of the receipt of Dr. Leech's Essay on the Law of Lunacy and Lunatic Asylums, 
prevented his acknowledging it as he ought to have done, and for the omission of which he 
begs to offer his apology. 
30th March, 1852. 



From His Excellency the Lord Libutbitart of Irklard, and alio of Atrshirb. 

Vice.Regal Lodge, Dublin, Aprfl 28th, 1862. 
Sir,— I am directed by the Lord Lieutbnant of Ireland to acknowledge'reoeipt of a pam- 
phlet forwarded by you to his Excellency — I am, Sir, your humble Serrant, 

Doctor Leech, &c. YT. Campbbll. 

From the Mabquib qf Brbadalbanb, Lord Lieutenant and High Sheriff of ArgylXtMre. 

21. ParUane, April 29, 1862. 
Lord Brbadalbarb presents his complhnents to Dr. Leeon, and begs to acknowledge 
the receipt of his pamphlet ** Suggestions on the Law of Lunacy." 

From Sir T. M. Brisbane, of Brisbane and Makerstone, Bart. 

Sir Thobias MACDouaALL Brisbanb presents his compliments to Dr. Leech, and feels 

much obliged to him for a copy of his Essay on tbe Law of Lunacy and Lunatic Asyloins. 

Sir T. M. Brisbanb would be very glad to know if the Author of the Essay is a son of 

the late Rev. Mr. Leech, who had La^ Castle^ and of whom Sir T. M. Brisbane enter. 

tained the highest opinion. 

Ventnor, Isle of Wight, 30th March, 1862. 

[NoTB.— Dr. Leech is the son of the party aUnded to by Sir Thomas.] 

From Sir CuixiNa Eardlbt, Bart. 
Sir Cullihg Eardlbt presents his compliments to Dr. Leech, and begs to thank him for 
the pamphlet he has been so good as to send him, and for his obliging expressions to h<prw»^f 
Torquay, Devon, 15th April, 1852. 



From the Right Hon. Thb Lord Jdstigb-Oenbral (Botlb). 

Shewalton, 14th April, 1852. 
The Lord Jostiob-Obnbral begs leave to inform Dr. Leech, that the copy of his ** Sug. 
gestions on the Law of Lunacy," &c., has only been forwarded to him here from Edinbu^h, 
and was received by him only yesterday. 

From the Right Hon. The Lord Jdsticb-Clbrk. 

. Nether PUuie, MauchUne, 12th April, 1852. 
The Lord Justice- Clbrk begs to inform Dr. Leech that he has found, among a variety 
of othCT things sent out to him from Edinburgh to this place^ the packet to which his note 
of the 9th refers, and to thank him for sending a copy of the Essay he refers to. 

From the Right Hon. Lord Colonsat, (now Lord Justice-Oeneral.) 
Lord Colonsat presents compliments to Dr. Leech, and begs acceptance of his thanks 

for the pamphlet on the interesting subject on the Law of Lunacy and Lnna^c Alliums, 

which Lord C. will embrace the earliest opportunity of readibg. 
7> Great King Street, Edhiburgb, 5th April, 1852. 

FH)m the Right Hon. Lord CuiruiaHAMB, Court of Sesssion. 
Lord Cdninghamb is much obliged to Dr. Leech for the transmission of his pamphlet 
on the important subject of Lunatic Asylums, which he will careftdly peruse. 
23, Moray Place, Edinburgh, 3d April, 1852. 



From the Right Hon. Lord Wood, Court of Session. 

Lord Wood presents his respects to Dr. Leech, and in compliance with his request has 
to acknowledge receipt this morning of Dr. Leech's Essay, for ^riiich he begs to offer his 
best thanks. 

1, Armour Street, 2d April, 1862. 

From the Right Hon. Lord Robertson, Court of Session. 
Lord Robertson has the honour to acknowledge reodpt of Dr. Leech's pamphlet, which 
he has perused with much interest. 
32, Drummond Place, 6th April, 1862. 

From the Right Hon. Lord Murrat, Court of Session. 

2, John Street, Berkeley Square, London. 
Lord Murrat received Dr. Leech's " Suggestions on the Law of Lniuu^ and Lunatic 
Asylums, for which he returns him his thanks. 
April 6, 1862. 

From the Right Hon. Lord Cookburb, Cowrt of Session. 

Bonally, Colinton, Edinburgh, 6th April. 
Lord Cookburn presents compliments to Dr. Leech, and acknowledges receipt of ** The 
Suggestions on the Law of Lunacy," which Dr. Leech has done him the honour of sending. 



Frovn Ihe Right Hon. Lord Cowan, Court of Staion. 

4, Anslie Place, Edinburgh, 6th April, 1852. 
Sib,— I am requested by Lord Cowan to acknowledge receipt of your pamphlet relative 
to the Law of Lunacy and Lunatic Asylums, and to thank you for its transmission, as also 

to state that he will take an early opportuni^ of perusing it I am. Sir, your rery obedt. 

servant, Wm. Anderson. 

John Leech, Esq., M.D., Glasgow. 

From the Hon. Sm A. Alison, JBoH., Sheriff of Lanatrhshire, Lord Hector of the 
University qf Olcugow. 

Sheriff's Office, 16th March, 1852. 

Sir,— I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your pamphlet on Lunatic Asylums, and re> 
turn you my best thanks for the work, which I shall read with every attention both on ac« 
count of the object of the work, and the consideration which you have be^wed upon it. 
— I have the honour to be, Shr, your obedt. fkithfui servant, A. Alison. 

John Leech, Esq., M.D. 

From the Hon. Wh. E. Gladstone, M.P. 

Mr. Wm. E. Gladstone presents compliments to Dr. Leech, and regrets that after post- 

poning for some time his answer to Dr. Leech, in the hope of being able to pay attention 

to his pamphlet, he is still obliged, ft>om the pressure of other business, to confine himself 

to acknowledging receipt of it, with Us thanks. 

May 6, 1852. 

From the Rev, David Allison, Stewarlfidd, hy Mintlaw, 

Stewartfield, 16th May, 1852. 
Bir. Allison is much obliged to Dr. Leech for the pamphlet on Insanity, which came 
safdy to hand. Bir. A. read it with deep interest, and felt deeply for those unfortunates 
referred to in it, — is shocked to learn that such a barbarous system prevailed at the present 
day,— is glad the Doctor had so fully and faitlifully exposed it in the presence of his breth- 
ren, and fondly hopes that it has told upon the consciences of many of them to make them 
av<rfd such injustice in future. 



From the Right Hon. Lord Advocate for Scotland. 

Edinburgh, 22d May, 1852. 
Sir,— I am directed by the Lord Advocate to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 
17th May, and an accompanying copy of St^gestions on the Law of Lunacy and Lunatic 
Asylums, and to return you his Lordship's thanks for the same.— I have the honour to 
be Sir, your most odedient servant, Gbob«b Thomson. 

Dr. John Leech, Glasgow. 

From the Right Hon. C. Neaves, Her Majesty's Solicitor General for Scotland. 
The SouciTOR. General begs leave to acknowledge receipt of Dr. Leech's Essay on the 
Law of Lunacy, &c. 
7, Charlotte Square, 28th May, 1852. 

&c. &c. &c. 



ESSAY ON LUNATIC ASYLUMS. 



I PRESUME that most of the members of tbe Glasgow Southebn 
Medical Society are aware that I have had occasion to take an 
interest in the subject connected with the law and practice of Lunatio 
Asylums; and at the General Annual Meeting of Qualified Contributors 
to the Glasgow Royal Asylum for Lunatics, held three years since^ 
was the humble instrument of originating a movement towards 
removing some of those palpable evils that bear so injuriously on the 
legitimate purposes of these most important institutions, that has 
yearly progressed, and latterly increased, so as to be the means of 
directing some attention to the subject.* I have once and again felt 
an anxious desire to obtain the benefit of the judicious opinion and 
counsel of my esteemed brethren of this Society, in the difficult and 
perplexing circumstances imder which I was frequently solitarily 
placed. But it seemed to me, judging from the effect of occasional 
hints I ventured to throw out at Society meetings, that there existed; 
tn evident disinclination, on the part of the members, to entertain ' 
the subject, at least with that open frankness and serious earnestness \ 
which its great importance required. This may have been a mistaken 
impression on my part, but, nevertheless, it had all the influence 
of reality on my mind, and I confidently appeal to the candour of my 
brethren, whether it has been my wont to thrust any subject on their 
notice, having a tendency to give rise to a jarring note of discord, so as 
to interrupt that harmony of feeling and of action, which, with but few 
exceptions, has been so characteristic of our fellowship. If I know 
my own heart, my utmost solicitude (consistent with honour) has been 

* See Medical Directory for Scotland, page 35, ("Dr. Leecb")* " Correspondeno* 
with the Premier, Secretary of State for the Home Department, &c. &c., on the 
* Preaent Iniquitona State of the Law as it relatea to Lima<^ and Lunatio A«ylain%' '* &o. 

See Apprendiz for ahort history on Lunatic Aqrlum moyanoita. 
B 
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exercised to promote tliat unity of sentiment so becoming and neces- 
sary towards attaining the important purposes we have in our view. 

Having premised thus far^ I trust that I will not be deemed to be 
departing from the generous purposes contemplated by our constitu- 
tion, while I very shortly advance a few suggestions on a subject of 
vast importance, in order to elicit the enlightened views of my 
esteemed brethren, in furtherance of the contemplated philanthropic 
object which lies so near my heart. 

Gentlemen, it is unfortunate, for the credit of our profession, and 
much more so for the interests of our frail humanity, but not the less 
true, and ought to be stated fearlessly, that some of its members 
(the comparative proportion I will not presume to compute), whether 
owing to an inexcusable facility of character, or still more culpable 
connivance, have in vastly too many instances degraded the profession, 
by granting certificates of lunacy against persons on informSl and 
insufficient grounds, and who, had better opportunities been sought 
after to obtain a more accurate acquaintance with many circumstances 
imder which the patient was unhappily placed, might have tended to 
give a very different aspect to the features of the case, from what a 
one-sided view would induce them to suppose. The beautiful simile em- 
ployed by the late author of the " Pleasures of Hope," in his maugural 
address to the students of the Univerwty of Glasgow, as Lord Rector, 
to show the importance of a general acquaintance with the principles 
of science, in order to form a correct opinion on any department of it, 
may, with equal propriety, be applied to the law of evidence. Mr. 
Campbell compared the knowledge of the student who confined his 
attention to only one department, to that of only one of the primitive 
colours— refracted through the prism, it may be red, blue, orange, 
indigo, or violet;— but that of the student who takes a general sur- 
vey of science, to all the colours united, as in the solar rays, forming, 
to use his expression, " one glorious white." For, Gentlemen, it is quite 
possible for those parties who wish the committal of an alleged lunatic, 
by taking an unworthy advantage of confidence, by exciting, or injuri- 
ous treatment, or by direct or indirect misrepresentation, to manage 
so to mask the case as to prejudice and mislead the medical attendant, 
who is usually necessitated to found his opinion on the data that 
most prominently present themselves, and is influenced more or less 
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a9 he muit be in his diftgnoflU by the repretentationi of pariiei more 
immediately interested in the patient's confinement, who oonld not 
accomplish the object legally, without the necessary medical tools. 
Should there be a proportionate selfish end to be gained^ the prac- 
tised diplomatist^ with the assistance of his creatures, will not in 
general find great difficulty to bring over to his wishes some mem- 
bers of our profession, who feel a natural anxiety to please those 
who employ and remunerate them handsomely, with additions of 
flattering compliments at their discriminating tact, also express 
their thanks for the kind interest they have taken in the unhappy 
ease of Dear Mr., Mrs., or Miss So and So, whose well-being they have 
so deeply at heart, and utter pious expressions of hope, that, under 
tiie Divine blessing, the step taken, so agonizing to the feelings of his 
or her dear, dear relative, may be beneficiaL Nay, possibly during the 
utterance of the affectionate effusion, a tear, that is always at com- 
mand, may bedew the cheek of the hypocritical crocodile, who is all 
the while inwardly chuckling at the successful issue of the base deceit. 

And which gentleman of this or any other medical society is alto- 
gether bomb-proof against the united influences of money and flattery 
— ^mingled with well simulated benevolence — I for one most devoutly 
pray that I may as seldom as possible be exposed to the intoxicating 
temptation. 

Gentlemen, burthened, pressed down, as I feel myself, under a pain- 
Ail consciousness of the extreme difficulty, delicacy, and yet urgent 
nature of the important subject in hand, I yet venture most humbly to 
suggest a plan that appears to my view fitted, if not to be a sufficient 
remedy, at least (to a great extent) to act as a check against the evil, 
and to pioneer the way to further progress in the right direction of 
the benevolent exertions of those generous spirits (alas, rarcs aves 
in these selfish times) who love their neighbours as themselves, and 
endeavour to do unto others as they would be done unto ; believing 
that in my humble effort in this department I have the kind approval 
and sympathising interest of my loved brethren of the Glasgow Southern 
Medical Society. But as the subject is imperfectly understood even by 
otherwise, intelligent, and weU-informed practitioners, before presuxn- 
ii^ to suggest my views I take the Ul^rty of premising a short explana- 
tion, which appear? in my humble opinion sufficient to show the 
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propriety, if not imperatiTe necessity, of a change in the present 
procedure towards alleged lunatics. 

Let us see whether a fallacy does not lie at the very root of the 
present system which must necessarily more or less injuriously affect 
the whole character of the transaction. 

The asylum authorities say, in exoneration of their share in it, 
^ We are merely to be regarded in the light of the administrators of 
his lordship, the Sheriff's warrants, under the statutes for regulating 
madhouses. We don't presume to dictate to his lordship what is the 
proper line of procedure to ascertain, whether patients placed under 
our custody are insane, or otherwise; his lordship is the competent 
judge to decide on the evidence presented to him — ^he and the medical 
men who granted the certificates are the responsible parties. When 
we are officially applied to by authorised legal authority, we are ready 
to give an opinion — ^but we decline under present circumstances to ex- 
press ourselves one way or other on the subject further than that we 
will ensure the patient humane treatment and every reasonable amount 
of personal liberty consistent with his security, but must distinctly 
refuse to mix ourselves up one way or another (further than our 
official duty prescribes) in a matter in which we are no further re- 
sponsible. We have already had enough of experience on the subject to 
know that instead of thanks our interest has been turned to our own 
disadvantage, and eventually proved to be more ruinous to the patient." 
Then the Sheriff, when applied to, may extenuate his participation 
in the transaction by replying, — *' Why, I know nothing whatever 
about the party. I neither saw him nor asked to see him, nor am I 
required by the statute to do so ; a petition was presented by some 
party or parties designating themselves relations of the patient; but I 
know nothing about them, or wheth^ they were stating truth or 
otherwise. Attached to these were certificates by two persons styling 
themselves surgeons, but they may be thimbleriggers, or old clothes- 
men, or old wives for anything I can say, about them, never having 
even heard of the parties before, the signatures being all that I have to 
do with, and all that are required by the statute. I implemented the 
warrant for the custody of the person named in the petition; whether 
it is the right name or wrong name, or whether there was any person 
at all or a hoax practised upon me I really cannot tell, but should there 
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be anything informal in the proceedings, and you have grounds for 
believing that a party is wrongously detained in the asylum, why I 
will order an examination of the patient by other two medical men at 
your expense. I can go no further to satisfy you without infringing 
on the provisions of the Act of Parliament, which would be a dangerous 
precedent, and might be brought to tell seriously against m3rself." 

Next the person or persons who were the petitioners for the confine- 
ment, when this can be ascertained, which is sometimes next to impos- 
sible, should concealment be an object, may answer as a reason for the 
step, " that Dr. Fox and Dr. Goose advised the step for the benefit of 
the patient, and they were the best judges, and are sure everything so 
far as they (the relations) were concerned, was done for the patient's 
benefit," and if they have a mind, they may make any plausible story 
they choose to implicate a party who is securely located away out of 
reach, and deeded the opportunity, equally with the legal right to 
defend himself. 

The medical gentlemen, or, as they are sometimes classically styled 
in the dual number, " The Twa Doctors,** when they can be discovered, 
(which is sometimes no easy matter), when asked to explain, Dr. Fox 
says ''he was convinced that the party alluded to was insane when he 
visited him, but declines answering questions on the subject, otherwise 
than they are ofBlcially put. The Sheriff was satisfied, and no other 
person had a right to interfere. Moreover, Dr. Goose and he were of 
one mind regarding the state of the patient." Dr. Goose, who, in 
Christmas fashion, had been well stuffed with a cock-and-bull story, 
is not so scrupulous, but gives a version of the patient's state of mind 
that is qtdte appalling ; enlarges upon his own qualifications as a first- 
rate bee hunter, and recites the plans that himself and Dr. Fox fell 
upon to dodge the patient who, though mad as a March hare, was a 
very sly, very sly dodger." The bee aU the while, possibly, had been 
buzzing in the bonnet of our hero himself! !* 

But what are we to think of medical gentlemen, ostensibly medical 
men in high practice, and of otherwise merited celebrity, affixing ■ 
their signatures to the certificate without reqtdring to see, much less ' 
to examine the patient ? Gentlemen, this is a startling announcem^it; ' 

* S«e Lunatic Asylum Schedule, pagee 25 and 26, 
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but I am prepared to prove it to be a fact, only I deem it more 
prudent in the meantime tf> be silent^ and shall only read a passage 
from the work of Dr. Browne, a high authority on the subject.* The 
Sheriff, by affixing his signature, then gives legal effect to a transac- 
tion that has all the distinctive characteristics of falsehood and fraud. 
Gentlemen, this is an extremely simple-looking transaction, and one 
which has been most noxisensically lauded for its simplicity. Why, it 
is a simple affair to destroy a fellow-creature's life, but does this not 
aggravate the culpability of unwarrantable measures taken, no mat- 
ter how simple, to destroy what we can never restore ; and it is a 
nmple transaction under the law of lunacy to sign away ^ person's 
liberty, but it is a matter next to an impossibility for that patient, 
unassisted> to obtain his enlargement again. Nor is it even so simple 
a transaction for the medical incarcerator himself to manage this, 
seeing the patient, after his introduction into the aslyum, is placed 
in circumstances so totally different, that it depends on others more 
than the original medical actor, whether his influence can even be 
felt towards obtaining the patient's enlargement, although he may be 
perfectly sane. The relation between the Doctor and the patient has 
undergone a complete metamorphosis from the instant he is admit- 
ted into the asylum. He may and ought to keep up an interest in his 
patient ; but it depends upon the instructions of the incarcerators of 
the patient and the asylum authorities, whether that practical interest 
is allowed to continue an instant after he has been fairly committed. 
' Gentlemen, this extreme facility and simplicity by means of which 
a patient is introduced into an asylum, (which is unquestionably an 
hospital,) is quite proper so far as means for a cure are concerned. 
"But gentlemen will have the kindness to notice the complications in 
which the patient is by this simple-looking transaction involved; for 
besides being an hospital, an ai^lum has likewise all the requisites of 
a prison ; nay, it is much worse than an ordinary prison— the prisoner 
here being not merely debarred from personal liberty, but, in addi- 
tion, being legally disqualified from pleading for or helping himself, nay, 
denied the right as well as the opportunity of pleading, or engaging 
another to plead in his behalf. In one word, so far as everything 

* See Dr. BrowneTs publicatioD, on ** What A^ylumi were, we, and ought to be*"— . 
FagM 113-116. 
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regarding a party so Bitoated is ooneemed>he is, legally speaking, a dead 
man, and lias no choice left but to be at tbe entire disposal of otbers, 
as be were a borse or a dog ; and in this belpless position, be may 
remain long enougb, the sheriff's warrant here being quite indefinite 
as to time, his retention or liberation depending entirely on others. 
And should it happen to suit the purposes of his incareerators, th$ 
term of his imprisonment may terminate only wJien he terminates eaist* 
ence as a living man ! 

Now, gentlemen, I am sketching no coloured picture, but stating 
the words of truth and soberness, and hate no hesitation (after not a 
little pains taken to inform myself) in giving it as my matured opinion 
that were many of the transactions connected with any one of the best 
regulated lunatic asylums in the three kingdoms, properly exposed to 
the full gaze of the public, they would vie in injustice and atrocity 
with the dark doings of the Roman Inquisition itself!'^ 

It is unnecessary, I presume, for me to qualify these statements by men- 
tioning that it is, of course, only in cases when adequate selfish motives 
preponderate that such infamous proceedings take place. Under ordinary 
circumstances, justice and humanity alike compel me to give it as 
my opinion, which t do with sincere pleasure, that there is as great a 
' likelihood of fair play, and much greater chance of benefit, to lunatic 
patients by their being placed in a lunatic asylum that is properly con- 
ducted than can reasonably be expected by ordinary private treatment 
at the patient's home, where there often exist the principal exciting 
causes which produced, and tend to protract the malady. Hence, 
gentlemen, the vast importance of getting the law that regulates these 
institutions placed upon a more satisfactory basis so as to prevent 
abuses. 

My own opinion is, that no very effective reform need be expected 
until there is an entire revolution in the constitution of lunatic asylums, I 
seeing such of their number as are even dignified with the title of Royal i 
prefixed, have no higher claim to distinction on that account than a 
private mad-house, the royal title arising solely from the fact thai ' 
they have paid the necessary fees for a charter to establish an institution 
having aU the usual characteristics of a m^onopoly,\ The effective plan 

* See Addenda to explanatory note, page 23. 

t The Royal Charter, erecting the Glasgow Lunatic Asjlnm into a body corporate 
and politic, under the title of ** The Glasgow Royal Asylum for Lunatics," is dated 9th 
December, 1824, and registered 11th Febroary, 1825, at Edinburgh. 
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of reform i», I humbly submit, most likely to be attained by placing 
these institutions^ not in name merely, but in reality, like other public 
institutions, entirely under public control, the election of directors 
r to be based on the broad popular principle. No class of the com- 
munity is exempted from requiring accommodation for their insane, 
and no class ought to be exempted from having a voice in saying 
how their insane are to be disposed of and provided for; and, as 
far as relates to these dens of iniquity — these odious nuisances — 
private mad-houses, significantly so called — I would suggest the only 
effectual mode of reforming their abuses, which is wholly to extin- 
guish private receptacles for the insane. 

But, gentlemen, much as reform is wanted in regard to the consti- 
tution and management of mad-houses, a salutary change from the 
present truly unsatisfactory mode of testing suspected lunatics is a 
desideratum of much greater importance ; and, on this latter part of 
the subject, I take the liberty of submitting a very few suggestions 
for your consideration. 

Well, gentlemen, I would recommend similar precautionary pro- 
ceedings in a lunatic case to what are adopted in the case of an 
alleged criminal. His case is first, as a preliminary measure, dis- 
cussed before a magistrate. If the offence be of a minor charac- 
ter, the magistrate, after weighing the evidence, and being advised 
by the assessor, disposes of it by sentencing the defaulter to a 
limited term of confinement ; but should it present features of a 
more aggravated nature, the prisoner is transferred over to the 
jurisdiction of the Sheriff, before whom the case is discussed and 
disposed of according to the statute. But, in event of the case 
assuming a very aggravated form, his lordship's authority to dis- 
pose of it ceases — it must then be handed over to the Justiciary 
Court, where it is fully discussed in open court, the evidence, (me- 
dical, equally with the rest,) both for and against the prisoner, being 
impartially allowed to have due weight; and not till after the jury have 
agreed upon the matters of fact, does the Judge pronounce sentence 
according to the statute, the sentence in every case being definite, and 
proportioned to the offence. And so guarded is our criminal court and 
so extremely jealous is the British subject of his liberty, that a blunder 
committed during the course of a trial, or any undue stretch of 
authority on the part of the judge, is certain to be laid hold of, and 
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commented upon by the leading journals of the day, and thu« circu- 
lated through the length and breadth of the united kingdom. 

But the line of procedure that is adopted towards the alleged lunatic 
is the very converse of this. Under shelter of the plea of delicacy to 
the feelings of relations, everything relating to his case is gone about 
in the most stealthy manner. He is privately seen and examined by two 
medical men, either together or separately. And mark, gentlemen, 
these persons exercise in this case the united functions of judgt^ j^'i^yt 
and witnettesy both for and against their prisoner.* They may be, and I 
believe usually are, in total ignorance of many circumstances that ought 
to have a material weight informing conclusions to enable them to give 
a correct verdict; they require to take upon trust, without being 
allowed to get on oath, bare assertions from parties, regarding whose 
veracity they may have no sufficient guarantee— and for aught either 
of the medical gentlemen can tell to the contrary, the patient may have 
been drugged — ^he may have been entrapped to take stimulants — ^he may 
have been intentionally provoked or abused — or there may be a com- 
bination of all. He may be the victim of a conspiracy, and many of the 
unfavourable appearances, which the medical attendant is required to 
observe, may be the result of a preconcerted scheme, in order to com- 
pass his committal. The medical examinators are kept totally in the 
dark regarding anything but what will suit the purposes of the incar- 
cerator. 

The doctor is not a prophet— he has not been gifted with the second 
sight — ^he can't see through stone walls to know what is done to irritate, 
or what had been given to excite the patient when he is absent. 

Neither has the worthy doctor the authority of the Sheriff, empower- 
ing him to summon witnesses, order statements of affairs, &c. ; but may be 
reduced to the necessity of maturing his opinion, and giving his verdict 
as to the state of the mind of his patient, from the most meagre evidence 
and a most limited opportunity. But friends are urgent — are, or affect 
to be, alarmed. The poor doctor, in a quandary, scratching his noddle, 
tells some party to go for Dr. So So, who arrives, hears his medical 
predecessor's account, agrees in opinion, saying, perhaps, *' if you are 
satisfied. Doctor, so am I;" and signs his concurrence with the attending 
doctor's certificate. The rest of the transaction is simple enough in all 

* Mr. O'Connor's caie Is an illustration in point. See Addenda to Second Edition, 
House of Lords, page S4. 

C 
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conscience — pay down the cash at the Treasurer to the Asylum's office, 
as payment of a quarter's board in advance, send his clerk or go yourself 
to the Sheriff-clerk, pay the fees, and get the Sheriff^s signature to the 
warrant, and the patient is bundled off in a twinkling to the Asylum, 
and the doctor hears or sees no more of him. Should he, however, keep 
his eye on the patient after his commitment, he is a more attentive, and 
a more conscientious medical man than, I regret to have it to say, I have 
had the good fortune to meet with amongst the generality of the pr(j* 
fession, whose interest in the patient usually ceases when the patient 
(to borrow a classical expression of a former medical acquaintance) is 
nabbed — when no more fees are forthcoming. And is not this human 
nature ? If relations are indifferent, why should a stranger care ? But 
. the richest part of the affair comes last. It by no means unfrequently 
I happens that the certificate is presented for the Surgeon's signature 
/ having that of tJie Sheriff already attached to the warrant — the plough 
before the horse; but what matters it, when it saves time, and answers 
the same purpose as though his Lordship signed afterwards ? Only it 
ustifies me in saying that the whole of the proceedings, from first to last, 
are a parody on common sense, and were the matter of a less grave import, 
Imight form the theme for a capital joke. The feudal system, that con- 
idemned the man first and tried him afterwards, seems stiU to have a place 
/in the legislation of Lunatic Asylums ; and certainly, gentlemen, it has 
/ one advantage, it saves trouble, which, to people who have no re- 
gard to principle, or are too indolent, is a most convenient and expe- 
ditious method of getting rid of a difficulty ; but it may prove a sad 
reality in the experience of the unfortunate subject of it, who is thus 
carelessly introduced into the Asylum, possibly comparatively a sane 
person; but the chances are ten to one against that party ^ever getting 
out of it in a sane state, should he ever get out at all. It may be 
reckoned a joke in some people's estimation — " de gustihws,** &c. — ^to in- 
troduce a man into the bottom of a coal-pit; but I scarcely think the 
party so placed will find it a joke to get out of it without the assistance 
of some one.* 

Gentlemen, I might enlarge upon this fruitful topic for a month, and 
after that was expired, might only be beginning, the circumstances are 
BO numerous and varied ; but I now hasten to the conclusion. 

* Sm txpUofttory note, pag« 22. 
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CONCLUSION. 



Well, Gentlemeiiy I would suggest that all of the witnesses in an 
alleged lunatic case — ^medical equally with the others-should be/ 
subjected to an examination before the Sheriff; that the evidence/ 
be carefully sifted by parties properly appointed and qualified for 
that purpose, who should, besides, see and be present at the medical 
examination of the patient. 

But it may occasionally be of importance to the patient, as well as 
to those about him, that as little time as possible should be consumed 
in preliminaries. I would, therefore, further suggest, as a means of 
meeting such an emergency, that a suitable place of temporary resi- 
dence be appointed, apart from, and totally independent of, the 
Asylum, as a temporary accommodation for alleged lunatic patients 
— especially for those about whose cases there seems doubt — to 
which the patient might be removed for the purpose of being in- 
quired into, out of the reach of real or alleged sources of annoyance to 
himself or others; and that a jury, consisting of six or more respectable 
householders, be present at all the medical eiuuninations, and be legally 
authorised to institute all necessary enquiries, and to order the pro- 
duction of all the evidence necessary; and that ought to be known 
before coming to a conclusion as to the state of the patient's mind, 
and whether he requires to be treated in an Asylum, as a lunatic or 
not. And, if insane, to make arrangements relative to the disposal \ 
of the patient's property, &C.5 or towards removing any exciting \ 
causes that might prove prejudicial to the recovery. 

A movement of this sort once begun, and vigorously carried out, 
would, I am as certain as that I have written this paper, be followed 
by very startling, but eventually most happy results, towards promot- 
ing the highest interests of humanity regarding a hapless class, con- 
cerning whom I cannot find language sufficient to express even a tithe 
of the wrongs to which they are exposed under the present regimd, 
and thus be a delightful reward to the benevolent projectors. 

I may notice, incidentally, that the very prevalent practice of con- 
fining persons addicted to the intemperate use of alcoholic stimulants, 
in a Lunatic Asylum, has, in ninety-nine cases out of one hundred, 
proved to be a complete failure ; these parties, even after being 
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retained in the Asylum for one, two, or three years, when it was 
expected the craving would have subsided, on obtaining enlargement, 
have, after a brief space, returned with tenfold greater recklessness 
to their former habits. It would, however, be amost desirable 
boon to society could an institution be established for the cure of 
persons addicted to this most degrading vice. I am told that the hydro- 
pathic institution at Rothesay has been found highly beneficial for this 
purpose. The subject is one of very great importance, well worthy 
the attention of this Society, and I hope some of the gentlemen will 
take it into consideration, and give the Society the benefit of their ma- 
tured opinion on a better plan than confining such patients as lunatics. 
Of the evil consequences following from this illegal course I could 
(would your time permit), furnish some truly fearful illustrations that 
came under my own immediate notice. Some became mad in earnest 
and died frantic maniacs. All that I am acquainted with were more or 
less victimised. The medical friends that I have conversed with on 
the subject concur in opinion as to the total inadequacy of the plan 
of confinement as a mode of cure ; but having no alternative but to 
leave the patient to be exposed to indulgence in the vice, they have 
recommended it therefore, as a do-no-better, which keeps the person 
safe, at all events so long as he is a prisoner, and gives his friends 
time to think of some plan for his reformation. But no sound perma- 
nent benefit .need be expected to result from a practice based upon a 
manifest unsound principle. 

I embrace this fitting opportunity to inform the brethren that 
there is the prospect of a Society being established very shortly in 
Glasgow, for the purpose of inquiring into the practicability of ob- 
taining an alteration of the present law, as it relates to the mode of 
admitting patients into Lunatic Asylums, so as to render it more in 
accordance with the principles of equity and common sense; and to 
suggest the most efficient and most prudent course to be adopted 
towards removing those evils that bear so injuriously upon the liberty 
of the subject under the statute for Regulating Madhouses in Scot- 
land, — ^this Society to act under the direction of, or to co-operate 
with, a Society already established in London, under the title of the 
Alleged Lunatics' Friendly Society. It is further proposed to haVe a 
Udies' branch, that their benign infiuence, so beneficially felt in other 
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benevolent inititutions, may here be brought to bear with a silent, 
gentle^ but irresistible effect. 

I most humbly, respectfully, but earnestly, Mr. President and Gen- 
tlemen, beg to solicit the cordial sympathies, and as far as convenient, 
active interest, of my esteemed brethren of this Society, towards 
promoting the contemplated patriotic object which will, I am humbly 
of opinion, when traced to its source, be hereafter found to be springing 
from the benignant influences, (first like a tiny streamlet, but now 
gushing forth in rich and fertilizing abundance,) of that welling 
fountain of intelligent benevolence, " The Glasgow Southern Medical 
Society," as the gravitating source. 

FINALLY, 

Gentlemen, a single remark more and I have done. I do not 
know how I can sufficiently express the obligation that the cause 
I have, with entire sincerity, been feebly attempting to promote, 
lies under to the talented editor of the Reformert,* Gazette; who, with 
a manly independence that spumed all lower motives, seized upon 
the movement with eager grasp, adopted it, defended and promoted 
it, with his powerful intellect; until it has become too strong to be 
attempted to be put down, and too firm to admit of its being set aside. 
To the editor of this talented journal is due the entire credit of placing 
the subject in a light that defies all attempts to hide or put it out; and 
which bids fair to benefit and bless a class of persons who had hitherto 
been left to pine in secret agony, and to waste existence in ardent 
longing and hoping, that may have been doomed, by their heartless 
incarcerators, to meet only with continued disappointment. 

I trust that my esteemed brethren of this Society will unite with me 

in a cordial vote of thanks to the editor of the Reformers* Gazette,* for 

his generous, able, and long sustained course of service in promothg 

the cause of human happiness, and in a special manner for the power- 

ftd support he has rendered towards emancipating the law and practice 

of Lunatic Asylums, from those evils that bear so injuriously on the 

legitimate purposes of these most important Institutions. 

♦ See Glasgow Reformer^ Oazettej of 14th June, 1851, and for masterly Editor^] 
Articles, headed the ** Kidnapping Law of Lunatic Asylums," (see Appendix). Copies of 
this paper were forwarded to Her TA^wtfB Ministers, Lords of Council and Session, 
Lords-Lieutenants of Counties, the Sheriffs, &c. &c. &c. This spirited journal has had 
oeeasional strictures on the same sul^'eot for yean back. 



EXPLANATORY NOTE. 



Under the prorisioiu of the present Act of Parliament, entituled " An Act 
for the better Regolation of Madhouses in Scotland,"* (the act for England it 
■imilar), what is to hinder an ordinary clever penman to affix the name of the 
/fiheriff to the printed form of the warrant of incarceration by imitating his 
/ lordship*s signature, as well as the names of two Surgeons to the medical cer- 
tificates? 

How is such a fraud to be detected, seeing that the Asylum authorities may, 
and always do, refuse, until legally compelled, to exhibit these documents? 
And even after their production, how can the Sheriff discriminate, should the 
imitation be good, whether the signatures are genuine or a forgery? 

Besides, what neutral party (unless in a very extreme case) will be at the 
expense and trouble to institute the necessary investigation towards getting 
the signatures tested ? 

Unquestionably the party or parties, at whose instance the fraudulent pro- 
cedure had been adopted, will not ; while the hapless victim, in being deprived 
alike both of the opportunity and legal right, cannot move in the matter ! 

Query. — Is such an iniquitous course as the above described ever adopted ? 

Ans. — It certainly has been, and it is more than suspected still is occasion- 
ally. Nor is there any remedy against the evil by the present statute but in 
name, viz., after the fraud is detected ; but the whole difficulty lies in the de- 
tection, seeing that the material, if not the only important evidence, from 
which proof can be obtained, is, owing to the legal disability of the prisoner— 
totally undermined, and rendered nugatory and valueless. 

Females possessed of property, who are unprotected, or what is worse, whoss 
relation^ affection is directed mainly to the former, stand every chance to be 
landed in a madhouse. Should those relations wear the cloak of a religious 
profession, it is all the worse for the victim— such parties being usually casC" 
Hardened against appeals for mercy where self is concerned ! ! 

Numerous persons, of both sexes, under such circumstances, are hopelessly 
Tining in various madhouses in the three kingdoms; and I could instance 
ttartling cases in illustration, but hope that the explanation given will be deemed 
mfficient without this, as I am anxious to avoid, as far cu possible, giving 
unnecessary cause of offence, by condescending upon names, ^c, until impera^ 
Hvely required. 

* An Act to alter and amend certain Acts regulating Madhouses in Scotland ; and to 
provide for the custody of dangerous lunatics (22d June, 1841;. The former Act is 
dated 7th June, 1815 ; Geo. III. 
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ADDENDA TO SECOND EDITION. 



Were the attending circumstances relating to much of the property at this 
moment pending in Chanceryf and other law courts in ±!nglandf Ireland^ and 
Scotlanif under the law oj Lunacy, made known to the public, the disclosure 
would be almost incredible, and in not a Jew instances of the most fearjul 
deserijHion. Truly, the legal administrators would require to have consciences 
of India rubber to allow of such iniquity ; but base indeed, and hardened that 
man*s heart must be, whether judge, counsel, surgeon, or client, who winks at or 
encourages the evil ; though a Jesuit smile may play upon his lips, the mark 
of Cain ought to be branded on his forehead. 

There have been several powerful articles on ** TheAbnses of Legislation relat- 
ing to Lunacy,** in that spirited and most influential medical jonrnal, the Lancet. 
I refer especially to the numbers for 15th and 22d May last. It would be most 
gratifying were a similar amount of discriminating talent directed against the 
atrocious state of the Law of Lunacy itself, as the fountain-head to which the 
monstrous abuses are to be traced. The medical profession, taken as a whole, 
are, I believe, in all but total ignorance of the shameful advantage that is some- 
times taken of their legal status, for the most infamous purposes, under the ano- 
malous Law of Lunacy, it is time that their eyes were opened to see how thej 
have been imposed upon and degraded, in being used as mere tools in the 
hands of unprincipled parties, for purposes they would, with scarce an excep- 
tion, shudder with horror were they made aware of their import ; and all of 
my medical friends,— at least that I have conversed with on the subject,— have 
expressed their anxiety for a reform on the barbarous state of the statutes 
relating to madhouses, which is a disgrace to the otherwise enlightened 
policy of the nineteenth century. According to the report of the Alleged 
Lunatics* Friendly Society, the state of the law on this subject is much more 
satisfactory in France, and especially in the United States of America, than in 
this country. Surely this circumstance of itself should excite our Legislature 
to make energetic efforts towards an efficient rectification of the atrocious 
system in force, in which they should be backed by our philanthropic country- 
men of all classes, especially those who plead in the name of Him who came 
to open the prison to them that are bound. 

I had an opportunity of examining that most extraordinary production, 
entitled, " The Secreta Monita ; or Private Rules of the Jesuits,** pub- 
lished in 1850, from copy found in the British Museum, and dedicated by the 
publisher to the Right Hon. Lord John Russell, as the party most competent 
to expose the iniquity and atrocity of the system. I was forcibly struck to 
notice a considerable similarity in the rules of the order of Loyala to some of 
the provisions of the Acts of Parliament for the Regulation of Mad-houses. 

Query.— Had any of the Brotherhood of the School of Ignatius Loyala 
ought to say in the original framing of said Acts ? 

Ans. — If one dare be allowed to form an opinion from the internal evidence 
that presents, I should reply in the affirmative. Though it is evident that, 
owing to the very peculiar nature of the case, definite proof if not absolutely 
impossible, would be a matter of much difficulty. 

It seems to be pretty generally understood, however, that lav brethren of 
the blasphemously misnamed order of Jesus are to be found (masked, of 
course,) in connection with the legal and medical profession ; nay, it has been 
surmised that a few of the brotherhood may even be found as acting sheriffs 
of counties, &c. nor need we marvel at such an announcement, seeing that 
recent events have discovered that not a few of the clerical members of this 
persevering order had managed to creep, under faJse colours, into livings in 
connection with the Protestant Church Establishment — nay, have, spider- like, 
contrived to crawl into, and weave their nets in King's palaces, as well as the 
humble cot of the peasant, patiently awaiting the entanglement of their too 
confiding unwary victims 1 1 

I might enlarge here, but think it better to leave the further prosecution 
of this intricate subject to parties more competent to undertake the difficult 
task, and content myself, in the meantime, with having (to the best of my know 
ledge and opportunity) honestly endeavoured to pioneer the way. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS— Thcbsdat, June 17. 

LUNATIC ASTLUMS BILL. 

The Earl of Shaftesbury moved the second reading of the Lnnatic Bill, 
intended to provide for the better control of persons in an unsound state of 
mind, illustrating the necessity of the measure, by reference to the case of Mr. 
O'Connor.* 

The Duke of Richmond objected that the bill charged the expense of main- 
taining lunatics upon the parish or county rates, instead of upon their relatives, 
who in many cases might be able to support them. If every member of Par* 
liament who was mad were to be charged upon the parish, it would really be 
more than they could bear. (Lpud laugh ter.)f 

The Lord Chancellor approved of the bill, but hoped the Noble Earl 
would postpone it until next session. 

The Earl of Shaftesbury assented. 



* A further consideration renders this subject of the utmost importance in another 
point of view. Lunatic Asylums may be employed for harbouring Popish spies and 
Jesuits, or to screen from Justice political and other criroinaU— where, by a proper under, 
standing with the superior. oflBcials of the Asylum, they may find an opportunity of 
directing and controlling, out of the reach of detection or even suspicion, important 
political and civil conspiracies. At one and the same time, these instutions may also be 
employed lilie Popish nunneries for engulphing property for political and other purposes. 
And, were the authority of Rome once more in the ascendant, might, by a very trifling 
modification, be converted into inquisitorial prisons, to which they have idready too 
many points of resemblance. 

t His Grace's suggestion, we humbly suspect, is scarcely a sutvject for laughter. The 
magic, ** I certify," by a couple of surgeons might render it a very serious affair indeed r I 

Query — Is it not possible, from the method displayed in Mr. O'Connor's madness, 
that a Jesuitical trick may have been played upon the credulity of honourable members ? 



N.B Besides giving their medical testimony, which was admitted entire, without 

investigation or even question, Drs. Tweedie and Lawrence were invested, in Mr. 
O'Connor's case, with the manifold ofBces of Judges, Jury, and sole witnesses both for and 
agidnst the prisoner, and exercised these most onerous functions, too, at the very 
fountain-head of legislation— the simple "I am of opinion" of a brace of M.D.'s con- 
stituted the verdict, and settled the doom of an M.P. amidst the collective wisdom of the 
nation. 

The fallacy to which the anomalous state of the law on this subject obliged honourable 
gentlemen to succumb to, seems to consist in this, viz., that as mental derangement is 
usually attributed to an imperfect, impaired, or disordered state of some of the corporeal 
functions, and medical men, under such circumstances, ought to be the more competent 
parties to ascertain the seat and character of the bodily disease, as well as to undertake 
the treatment, and on this account are also erroneously supposed to be the most compe- 
tent Judges to decide regarding the mental condition. 

The premises 1 roost willingly allow, and the inference, so far as the medical treatment 
of a bodily disease is concerned, but I deny, in totOj that this is sufficient to warrant the 
arbitrary exercise of the Judicial functions, by medical men, towards depriving a party of 
liberty on the ground of mental disability, because it is evident that any man who is 
possessed of an ordinary amount of intelligence, though but imperfectly acquidnted with 
the corporeal structure, is yet Just as competent to form a correct opinion as to whether 
the manifestations of the mental phenomena of another are in accordance with sanity, as 
any medical man can pretend to be. Nay, honest, unsophisticated people, who wish to 
be guided by the principles of equity and common sense, instead of being misled by 
mysUfied refinements or legal quibblings, will, we are sure, agree with us in the opinion 
that persons engaged in a similar description of employment, &c. &c., to that in whidi 
the alleged lunatic had been occupied when in health, are in more favourable circum- 
stances for enabling them to act as the most qualified Jury to determine regarding his 
mental condition. 

Unquestionably those learned personages, whose training and experience qualifies them 
to exercise the Judicial functions with the greatest advantage for the ends of Justice, in 
cases of the greatest intricacy and importance, are infinitely better qualified to preside 
here than any given number or description of medical gentlemen whatever. And sur^, 
If in England it is sometimes imperative that a coroner's inquest be held before per- 
mission can be obtained to place a dead body in the tomb, is it unreasonable to require 
that as great an amount of precaution at least should be taken before allowing persons 
to be literally entombed alive in the wards of madhouses ? We would further suggest, 
that were some authorised investigation, similar to a coroner's inquest, held over the 
dreumstanoes relating to every death taking place amongst alleged lunatics, it might 
lead to ttartUng dUelosures 1 1 



APPENDIX. 



LUNATIC ASYLUM SCHEDULE. 



Fao-Simile of Printed Schedule filled up in Legal form, in tenns of 
the Statute, for the Admission of a Patient into the A^lum. The 
document is presented to the Asylum Authorities, wno are the 
custodiers of it, and usually refuse to exhibit the same until com- 
pelled by a process in law, which may be, under various pretences, 
protracted for years. The parts in brackets are filled up (or at 
least ought to be) in the hand-writing of the parties whose signatures 
are attached. 

MEDICAL CEKTIFICATES, 
No. I. 

[Gotham, April 1st, 1862.] 
/, [Gappeb Goose, Surgeon in Gommeril Vale,] having this day carefmy 
examined [Andrew '\^ctim,] resident in the County of [Pluckables,] hireby 
Certify, on soul and conscience, that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
that he is Insane, and a proper Patient for admission into tAe [La Teappj 
Lunaiic Asylum, 

(Signature) [Gapfeb Goosb, Surgeon.] 

No. XL 

[April 1st, 1862.] 
I, [Sly Fox, M.D.,] having this day carefully examined [ Andrew Victim,] / 
hereby Certify, on soul and conscience, that I concur in the certificate grantea ' 
above, (Signature) [Slt Fox, M.D.] 

*«• A Medical PraetUUmer signing IhU CerH^ieate, without havina visited and ear^fUOy 
examined the person to whom it relates f is liable to a penaUy of Fifty Pounds. — 
[^.B.— A flmall penalty, indeed, in a case where £50,000 may be pending on the 
transaction. A poialty for the capital crime of Murder would be as consistent.] 



UNTO THE HONOUEABLE THE SHERIFF-DEPUTE OF [GOTHAM,^ 

OR HIS SUBSTITUTE. 
The PETITION of [LOVE GOLD,] (*real or aUeged Lovmg Uncle, 
Father, Mother, Husband, Wife, or Brother, Son, Daughter, or 
nearest of kin, if known.)t 
Humbly Sheweth, 

That AiTOEEW Victim, aged 35 Tears, is at present in 
such a state of Mental Derangement, as to require treatment in a Lunatic 
Asylum, which appears from the Certificates and statement here produced. 
But as, by the Statutes 66 Geo. Ill, Cap, 69, 9 Geo. IV, Cap, 34, 4 and 6 
Vic. Cap. 60, your Lordship's Warrant for the reception and detention of 
any person into a Lunatic Asylum is necessary; 

May it therefore please your Lordship to grant Warrant to the Officers 
and attendants of the [La Trappj /2oya2 Lunatic Asylum, to receive 
and detain the said [Andrew Victim,] in terms of the Statutes, 
And your Petitioner shall ever pray, 

(Name) [LOVB GOLD,] 
(Address) [Bank Square.] 

* Here let the Petitioner mention his relationship to the Patient, or his authority for his 
petitioning. 

t The petition of a younger brother, or even more distant rdative, is not unft«quentiy 
sDlstained by the Sheriift without requiring the concurrence of an elder brother or other 
nearest relative^ who, should he differ in opinion, Is placed in a state of antagonism that 
must eventually lead to a total family disorganisation, hence the propriety of the employ i. 
ment of neutnu, independent parties. 

D 
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The Sheriff having considered the Petition and Certificates under the hands 
of [Gapfeb Goose, SurgeoD,] [Sly Fox,M.D.,J produced, Grants Warrant 
and, Authority to the Officers or Attendants of the [La Trap] Royal Lunatic 
Asylum, to receive and detain the person of the within designed [Andrew 
Victim,] in terms of the Statutes referred to in Petition, declaring that this 
Warrant shall be nuU and void, unless executed within 10 days. 



[Blind Harry,] Sheriflf. 

|A J 

Gotham, 1st April, 1852.] 



[Camera Obscura Court House, ) 



Letter of Obligation for Payment of Board, to be subscribed by one 
or two responsible persons resident in [(?ofAam.] 

TO THE DIRECTORS OF THE [LA TRAP} ROYAL LUNATIC ASYLUM. 

[Gotham, 1st April, 1852.] 
Gentlemen, 

As you have agreed to admit [Andrew Victim] into the 

SLa Trap] Royal Lunatic Asylum, as a Patient and Boarder, at the rate of 
I s. a. per Week, I hereby oblige myself to pay the said Pcttient^s 

Board at that rate, quarterly, and in advance, to your Treasurer; and to 
provide the requisite supplies of Clothes; to remove the Patient when required; 
to defray, in case ofdeaih, the Funeral Charges; to free you and the Officers^ 
of the Asylum of all responsibility for the reception or detention of the said 
Patient, and to fulfil any other condition incumbent on me, as surety for the, 
Patient, according to your Regulations. And l further engage to have this 
Obligation duly stamped at my expense if required; and, in case of my n«- 
glecHng or refusing so to do, bind myself to pay aU penalties and exnpeses 
attenatng the same being done by your Treasurer, 

(Name) [JOSEPH Byends,] 
(Address) [Crooked Alley.] 



No. 

[Grub Street, 1st April, 1862.] 
An Obligation has been granted by [Joseph Byends,] for the Board qf 
[Andrew victim,] at the rate of per Week. 

[AORIPPA,] Treasurer. 
( Received for trouble^ &o., iKSOO 
Pritatb 3 PAld Finish bis proportioii, 60 0. 

( Balance in pocket, 4450 



Admit [Andrew Victim,] as a Patient into the Asylum, on production 
of the Sheriff *s Warrant and the Treasurer's Certificate. 



[A. Finish, M.D., J Physician Superintendent. 

To the Officers of the ) 

[La Trapp] Royal Lunatic Asylum. ) 



NoTB.~There was a ** Bill to amend the Law of Scotland relative to the care and custody 
of liunaticts and for the better regulation of Lunatic Asylums," introduced into Parliament 
on the 9th March, 1849. bv the Loi;d Advocate (now Lord Rutherford), and the Solidtor- 
Oeneria for Scotland (Uie late>inented Lord Dundrennan), a printed copy of which was, in 
the most handsome mapner, transmitted to me by the hon. member for Glasgow (Mr. 
^kstie). At the request of his lordship and also Mr. Hastie, I ventured to point out where^ 
i^ my humble opinion, the bill was most deficient, vis., in its provisions against wrongous 
imprisonment. The bill, after passing through the second reading, WM no more heard oC 
and the Law of Lunacy remains in allits primitive barbarism. J. h. 
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SHORT DETAILS 

OF THB 

EXTRACTED FEOM NEWSPAPER REPORTS 

OF THK 

ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE DIRBCTOBS OF THE GUSGOW ROYAL 
LUNATIC ASYLUM. 



ANNUAL MEETING, 1849. 
From ScoUish Preu of llth Jan^ 1849. 

Report of Annual Meeting held in the Beligious Institution Rooms, South 
Hanover Street, Glasgow, on the llth January, 1849— The Hon. James Ander- 
son, Lord FroTOst, in the chair. 

Dr. LsBCH laid that there were many cases of disagreement in families, which gare rfsa 
to mental irritation and to a very great degree of excitement ; when such cases were dis- 
missed flrom the peace and qniet of the Institution, they were often introduced to the 
original oaus^ tmiding to irritation and excitement. It struclc him that the weekly com- 
mittee might make some wrangements by which precautions might betaken in transferring 
the party suddenly into contact with the predisposing cause to the evU. He would suggest 
that ttke party might be watched orer in some mimner when dismissed, but he did not mean 
to make any motion on the sut^ect. 

The Loan PaovosfT said he had no doubt the suggestion would meet with the attention 
of the directors. 



ANNUAL MEETING, 1850. 

See the OUugoto Herald of Hth Jan.^ 1 850, under the head of ** The OUugoto Royal 
Asylum for Lunatics." 

Dr. Lbbch submitted a series of resolutions relative to the appointment of a Committee 
to inquire into the practicability of obtidning an alteration in the present law, as it relates 
to the admission of Patients into the Lunatic Asylum, so as to render it more in accord- 
ance with the principles of equity and common-sense; and also regarding the propriety of 
out-of-door arrangements, previous to the dismissal of recovered patients, so as to secure 
them, as far as possible^ from a recurrence of the causes, that gave rise to the original 
attack of the mental disease ; and was proceeding to support them with some lengthened 
remarks, when this was objected to by Mr. John Kerr, legal adviser, South Hanover Street, 
and ibe Lord Provost ruled that the resolutions should be laid on the table, and ttie discus- 
sion on them taken up at next annual meeting. 

The resolutions, with Dr. Leech's written statement, was accordingly laid on the table. 

Copy of Resolutions laid on the table at last Annual Meeting of the Directors of the Glasgow 

Royal Asylum for Lunatics^ held on the lOth ofJanuaryf 18&0, by John Leech, M.D.,'late 

President of the Glasgow Southern Medical Society : — 

BBS. I. That a Committee (consisting of gentlemen selected out of the general body of the 
electors of the Directors to the Glasgow Royal Lunatic Asylum now present) be appointed at 
this meeting, whose duty shiA be to investigate into the present state of the Law, as it 
relates to the mode of admitting Patients into a Lunatic Asylum, and to suggest any altera- 
tion in the same that appears to them will render it more ia accordance with the principles 
oi equity and common-sense. 

BBS. II. Tliat said Committee be required to prepare a Report on this subject within 
three months of its appointment, which Report is to be submitted to a General Meeting of' 
the Electors, to be convened immediately after notice has been given that the Report of 
Committee is prepared. 

BBS. III. That si^d Committee is to consist of five or more members (three to fprm a 
quorum), to be nominated by the chairman of this Meeting, who shall also b^ ex-offlcio, a 
member of Committee. 

BBS. IV. That said Committee be also required to take into their consideration what Will 
be the most e£Bcient and more prudent course to pursue with regard to recovered Patients, 
who had become mentally unsettled at first on account of family disputes about property, 
&c. &c., so as to secure the recovered Patient, as far as possible, from being expos^ to a, 
r^>etition of the original exciting causes of the former attack of his malady. The matured' 
views of the Committee on the Babied to be added to^ their Report. 

N.B — It is suggested that the Physician to the Asylum have the privilege of being pre- 
sent at all or any Meetings of said Committer but not to have a vote. 
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Se0 QUugoto Herald, l€th Januanf, 1850; and aUo R^ormer^ Gazette, \9th January, 185(9. 

GLASGOW ROYAL ASYLUM FOR LUNATICS. 

Animal Meeting on 10th January, 1850, the Hon. Sib James Andebson in the 
chair: — 

In the report in our last of the meeting of the qualified contributors to the Royal Lunatic 
Asylum we had not room for the following extract from the Directors' Report, in reference 
to Parliamentary Bills affecting these institutions :— 

** In the able ofiScial reports of the learned Professor, various important matters were 
alluded to, all of which were more or less connected with the interests ef the Asylum and 
its improvement. Among others, he pointed out the necessity of the directors paying due 
attention to the progress of any measure to be introduced into Parliament for the purpose 
of altering or regulating the existing law, as it affects the treatment of lunatics in Scotland, 
or the management of lunatic asylums. The directors, in consequence, deemed it expedient 
to send Dr. Thomson to London, with a view to watch the progress of a bill which, for 
these ohJects, had been brought forward officially by the Lord- Advocate. 

*' A great deal of fault was found with this bill in many districts of the country, and the 
directors, in common with many others, have reason to believe that the intended measure 
was judiciously withdrawn by his lordship. They, therefore, confidently hope that, should 
a measure for similar objects be again brought into Parliament, the bill containing the new 
enactments will be so wisely framed that neither complaint nor objection will be necessary 
on the part of the public. It is more particularly to be hoped that the Lord- Advocate shall 
see the necessity of leaving out of the new measure all that was especially objected to by 
the landed inter^t, by the directors of existing asylums, and also by that portion of the 
medical profession who were practically conversant with ^e management of lunatic a^lums, 
as they are now conducted in Scotland." 

After the disposal of the ordinary business, 

Dr. Lebch submitted a series of resolutions relative to the appointment of a committee 
to inquire into the practicability of obtaining an alteration in the present law, as it relates 
to the admission of patients into the Lunatic Asylum, so as to render it more in accor- 
dance with the principle of equity and common sense ; and also, regarding the propriety of 
out-of-door arrangements, previous to the dismissal of recovered patients, so as to secure 
them as far as possible from a recurrence of the causes that gave rise to the original attack 
of the mental disease, and was proceeding to support them with some l^igthened remarks, 
when this was objected to by Mr. John Kerr, and the Lord Provost ruled that the resolu- 
tions should be l^d on the table, and the discussion on them be taken up at next meeting. 
The resolutions, with Dr. Leech's written statement, were accordingly laid on the table. 

[It may be added, that the amount zeceived during the year for the Board of Patients 
was upwards of £16,000.] 



From RefonMrft Gazette of 2d February, 1950. 

The follovdng is nearly an accurate copy of a statement in support of a series of resolu- 
tions which were tabled at the annual meeting of the Directors of the Glasgow Royal 
Afylum for Lunatics, held on the 10th day of January, 1850— Sir James Anderson in the 
chair— by John Leech, M.D., late president of the Glasgow Southern Medical Society : — 
Sir James Anderson. 

My Lord Provost, — At the annual meeting of the Directors of this Institution, held in 
this place on the 1 1th day of January last year, I took occasion to make a few suggestions 
on a subject of very considerable importance connected with the benevolent objects con. 
templated by this institution. I noticed a hindrance of great magnitude that sometimes 
intervened in many cases so as completely to neutralize any benefit that might otherwise 
have been reasonably expected to have resulted from, the seclusion of the patient in tiie 
Asylum, where he is prevented from coming into collision with those exciting causes of 
that mental disturbance that roidered his introduction into the Asylum at first necessary, 
or at all events a prudent step. 

I mentioned that in a vast minority of cases of insanity the exciting cause might be traced 
to disagreements amongst relations, arising from disputes about money matters, &c. &c. &c. ; 
and that while by a reasonable time of probation in the Asylum such patients might have 
so far recovered their mental stability as to be perfectiy competent to act with propriety 
when set at large again under favourable or even ordinary circumstances, they may not yet 
be prepared to encounter a repetition of the original sources of irritation and annoyance 
to which they run a risk of being again exposed ; and hence we find that in many an other- 
wise hopeful case of cure a relapse is the consequence, the disease then assuming, it may be, 
the chronic or more incurable form of tUs mysterious malady. 

I suggested that in order to obviate, as far as was practicable, a result so unpropitious, 
that it would be most desirable that some measure could be adopted by the Directors, in 
order to meet, as far as possible^ the nature of the case ; but I declined to make a motion, 
as being premature. 

Your Lordship had the kindness to respond to this, and stated that you were sure the 
Directors would attend to (what your Lordship had the politeness to designate) these ex- 
cellent suggestions, and I have every confidence, my Lor^ that attention has been paid to 
the sul^ect by the Directors, and, if so, am not less certain that difl9culties of a very peculiar 
nature must have come in their way, so as to convince them that it was a matter deserving 
much attention, because hitherto not sufficientiy understood, and necessarily, therefore^ 
most imf>erfeetly performed. 
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iif Lord, I hftYO (with your permlasloii) on the preient oocaiion filt It to t>6 my doiy ttf 
lalte up this difficult subject at another pohit of still more momentous importance to th4 
honest and comisUnt tupporten of the claims o/ justice and Aumotitty. I mean, my Lord« 
the state of the law as it at present bears upon the fuMect of lunacy in general, and of Lunatio 
Aqrlnms in particular ; and the sut^ect is a Tast deal too extensire to admit of me entering 
Into detail on an occasion such as the present. I confine myself to three interrogatories, 
and will leare it to tiie gentlemen present to suggest answers for themselves. I wUl, 
finally, my Lord, more four resolutions, which I am confidently will not only find a seconder, 
but meet with the cordial concurrence of all of the gentlemen present at the interesting 
occasion of this meeting. 

Query 1, Why is it so that, in a criminal case (no matter how paltry), before sentence is 
pronounced, all the witnesses, medical equally toith the othen, must undergo an examination 
and cross-examination in opien courtj in presence of the judge and a competent jury, the 
alleged criminal is heard in his own defence, and is allowed the benefit of counsel to plead 
for him, &c. ; but in a case of real or alleged lunacy, the simple ipse dixit (in the shape of a cer- 
tificate accompanying the petition for warrant of incarceration) by one medical gentleman, 
and the concurrence of a second, is all that is required by the SherifT, who, without asking 
a question, or seeing even one of the parties, affixes bis signature to an important transac- 
tion, which may (for aught his Lordship can say to the contrary) be founded upon a false- 
hood ? The patient may be a Solomon or a fool : it is all one. The magic, ** I certify it,'* 
may be a couple of most incompetent surgeons, who would not be entrusted with the medical 
charge of a favourite horse or dog of the very party who employs them to settle the doom 
of a fellow^morial ; and with this it may be a suit in Chancery, upon the issue of which 
hundreds of thousands of pounds steriing, and large estates may be pending. 

Qury 2, Why is it that the petitionen for the mcarceration are also, in general, consti- 
tuted ^e administraiorB for the incarcerated, and may, by a summary process, be installed 
into fuU power to act as his curator bonis-f 

Query 3, Why is the discrepancnr so remarkable between the facility of getting a party 
confined in a madhouse, and the obstacles that may, and sometimes are, placed in the way 
of the same party obtidning his enlargement? In the first— When the confinement is an 
ol^^ect, it may be managed with a little personal trouble, and at a moderate expense ; nor is 
there often great difficulty by a little management, by covert, ingeniously contrivedy injurious 
Preatment, to get the victim excited to overt acts qf imprudence^ and thus furnish a pretext 
for so grave a step, nay, applauded for humanity. In the second— When the patient is once 
in the a^lum, he is then so absolutely at the mercy of the incarcerator, that, should the 
a^lum official be also in his interest, the patient in such a case may be so denuded of even 
the hope of obtaining the means to help himself, and he or she is so crushed in spirit 
or otherwise iiijured, that, need the melancholy result be wondered at, when at length 
even a strong mind may give way under the pressure of such trying circumstances; and he 
or she, who had been wrongously placed in the asylum in a state of comparatively mental 
stability, becomes at length mentally unsettled, victimised, and destroyed beyond recall 1 1 

I speak of what is past, for, regarding the present physician (Dr. Macintosh), I know 
of nothing but what is highly to his credit; and, if the representation that has been given 
to me of that gentleman be correct, which I am disposed to believe it ii^ I am certain that 
he will thank me for thus speaking out — certain as 1 am that the well-wishers of the Gart. 
navel establishment will best consult its interests by placing it in circumstances to take the 
lead in the cause of justice and humanity towards a class who have the strongest claims for 
both at our hands. And though, for a time, the institution may suffer a diminution in the 
number of inmates, jeL m7 Lord, we may rest assured that there are sweeping changes in 
contemplation by the Legislature, which, when th^ reach this asylum, will, owing to the 
inlnciples of rectitude upon which it is conducted, render it eventiuilly an extensive gainer 
in respectability, and (what I regret to say is more priced) in fimds for any pressure it may 
sustain, by candying out the legitimate ot^ects of such an institution. 



ANNUAL MEETING, 1861. 
From Glasgow Herald, of nth January, 1861. 

AoDiial Meetine of the Directors of the Glau^ow Boyal Asylam for Lanatics 
held on the 16th January, 1851, the Hon. Sib Jambs Amobbson, Lord FrovosiL 
in the Chair:— 

Dr. Lerch then proposed a series of resolutions for the appointment of a Committee to 
Investigate into the present state of the law as it related to the mode of admitting patienU 
into a Lunatic Asylum, and to suggest any alteration in the same that would appear to 
them to render it more ki accordance with the principles of equity and common-sense, and 
also to take hito their consideration what would be the most efficient and more prudent 
course to pursue with regard to recovered patients, who had become mentally unsettled at 
first account of family disputes about property, &c., so as to secure the recovered patient as 
far as possible from being exposed to a repetition of the original exciting causes of the 
former attack of his malady. Dr. Leech supported his resolutions in a speech of some 
length, and said he might refer f^o cases in which he was personslly interested where gross 
ii^ustice, and even barbarous outrage, had, with seeming impunity, been perpetrated on the 
liberty of the subject, under the shelter of the present Act of Parliament. That state of the 
law requhred rectification, which admitted of so much trifling with the liberty of the subject, 
that any party, whether sane or hisane, might be liable to be seized upon, confined, and 
retained, sine die in the wards of a madhouse, on no better foundation than the barepretext 
—in the shape of thefar signatures to a printed form of certificate by two medical witnesses 
who were not in a lunatic^ as was done in a criminal case, sul^eoted to an examination 
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before a competent tribunal. Hi* Lordship, the Sheriff; taldng on truit the honestgr and 
ubiUty of the medical Witnesses to examine, form Judgment, and pronounce sentence^ 0(m. 
descended to act as a mere incarcerating ofBcer, by afBxing his signature to the warrant, 
without requiring to see, much less to examine, the prisoner, or any of the witnesses, but «k 
sight of the bit of paper, named a medical certificate, which might, probably, be a hoax 
practised at the expense of his Lordship's creduU^, he^ without putting a question, or even 
a moment's hesitation, on receipt of a small fee, affixed his official signature to the warrant 
which would give legal eflfict to a transaction which empowered the officers and attendanta 
ef the madhouse to pursue, capture, and retain the party a prisoner, it might be^ for the 
remaining period of bis life. A party thus secured was debarred from baring recouase to 
the ordinary channels of obtaining the means of atit. defence, and could not gainsay or resist^ 
at least to any purpose, those who had got all to themselves, to enable them, if so disposedf 
to represent, or misrepresent, his or her case, as might be found best suited to their pur* 
pose. To provide a remedy that was practical, and suited in other respects to obviate sodi 
sdf.evident evil, was confesiBcdly a matter, in most cases, of much difficulty, and, in some^ of 
peculiar deUcacy ; but that was no valid reason why an enlightened philanthropy should not 
endeavour to meet it, and that the best means for so desirable an ofcgect riiould be diUgently 
Miquired, after, and at least attempted. 

Dr. Druby* said it was not the case that the Sheri£f reodved the fees for affixing his signa- 
ture to the medical certificate. He had himadf frequently paid these fees; but they wore 
given to an official who was authorised to receive them.t 

Mr. Crawford^ seconded the resi^utlons of Dr. Leech. 

(Printed copies of the resolutions, tabled at last annual meeting, had been left with the 
Secretary, for each of the Directors, a month lureviously ; aUo, forwarded to her Mc^estff't 
Ministers, Lords of Session, Sheriffs, 8fc. ffc.,^%n all, 200 copies. 

Bfr. Ejbrr moved the previous question, and pointed out the difficulties which would 
attend the Committee in investigating a matter of this description. The cases to which Dr. 
Leech had referred, were always very cautiously considered by both Sherifb Alison and 
Bell. 

Mr. Bankikr seconded the amendmoit ; and suggested that, after the labour which Dr. 
Leech had bestowed on this matter, it would be the better way for him to secure a few 
individuals, in copjunction with himsef, to consider the subject. They would, he conceived, 
be able to accompush more than they, as Directors of this institution, possibly could do. 

After a f^ words ftrom Mr. M'Lean, Dr. Leech adopted the suggesUon of Mr. Bankier, 
and withdrew his motion. 
A vote of thanks was \hetx given to the chairman, and the meeting separated. 



From Reformwi Gazette, June 14, 1851. 

THE KIDNAPPINa LAW OP LUNATIC ASYLUMS. 

We r^ret to observe that in answer to a question whidi was lately put in the House of 
Commons, the Government holds out no hope of proceeding with the promised measure on 
the subject of private Lunatic Asylums during the present session. Scotland is almost ex. 
eluded from parliamentary notice, and yet we venture to say that no greater tyranny exists 
than is sanctioned by the present law of the land with reference to Scotch aqrlums. Any 
person, sane or insane, may be kidnapped and immured in a madhouse for life on the testi- 
mony of two medical witnesses. A. B. may be possessed of considerable property ; and if 
he is a littie eccentric in his manner, his nearest of kin can have no difficulty in getting 
him comfortably put out of the way by simply obtaining the signature of two medi<»l men 
to a printed form, in which they cwtify on soul and conscience that to ttie best of th<dr 
knowledge and belief A. B. is insane, and a proper patient for admission into an aqrlum. 
Armed with this double certificate, the penalty of giving which, on insuffident grounds, is 
only fifty pounds, the amiable relative of A. B. has only to petition the Sheriff.Depute or 
Sheriff- Substitute of the county to grant warrant to receive and detain the said A. B. in 
some Lunatic Asylum, and forthwith the officers of that asylum may hunt and seise the 
unfortunate man, and shut him up in solitary confinement until he is mad enough. The 
nearest of kin having placed his relative in quod, and having put him also in a position in 
which he is as good as dead in the eye of the law, is then prodded with the means of richly 
rewarding his accomplices. Poor A. B. not only sufPers all the injury but pays all the ex- 
penses. The wealth which Providence had given him for his use and ei\}oyment, is turned 
into a powerful engine against him. His very blessings become his greatest curse. He is 
i literally shut out from the world ina kind of living death ; he is denied the means of making 
', proper representations ; and if by tfEly chance he shotdd make himself heard in some disin- 
' ter^ted quartor, his very remonstrances are treated as one of the symptoms of his insanity. 
Now it will be seen tiuit the only responsible party connected with this transaction— we 
.mean the only party who may be presumed, flrom his official position, to stand above the 
jreach of corruption— is the SlierifT-Depute or his substitute. But neither the Sheriff nor 
bis substitute have necessarily any knowledge either of the medical men who sign the certi- 
ficate of Itmacy, or of the party who petitions on the ground of that certificate. We venture 
£o affirm that, in nine cases out of ten, the signing of the warrant by the Sheriff is a matter 
,^of mere form. He institutes no inquiries, and is not expected to do so. If he shoxild demur 
and hesitate, and institute a scrupulous and troublesome investigation, his zeal would be 
oonddered impertinent and extra-official. He, therefore, as a mere matter of routine* eigns 

* Proprietor of Gamgad Private Lunatic A^lum. 

f , writer, Hanover Street, Glasgow. 

X Mr. Crawford, architect, Union Street, Glasgow. This gentleman has taken a warm 
and meet effisctive interest in connection with this most important movemwit. 
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th« wamnt, end A. B. is Udnupped, Tiotlmlted, Mid, ^^>bftbly, If Mne before, he h drlreh 
mad by peraeention. Hii toUeruig intdleot gires way imder the orahing sente of the awftil 
ii^astioe of his treatment— he doabts his own sani^, and possibly, at length, sinks into a 
state of utter idiooy. 

That snob barfoarons treatment shoald be merely possible in this oomity Is not to be 
tolerated. The Spanish or Italian Inquisition, with all its horrors, was not a more powerful 
engine for oppression than this may be rendered. A man, once made out to be insane^ 
wiietber rightly or wrongftilly— it matters not which— is from that moment helpless. He 
has no power to move a finger in his own cause. He is like anian conscious of betng buried 
aUve^ but without even the power of uttering a syllable in remonstrance. To use the strong 
expression of one who has suffered and experienced all the horrors of this most iniquitous 
igrstem in his own person.—** This unhappy class of perrons are, by their legal position, as 
totally debarred from pleading for or hdping tbems^yes iMunthe dead In their graves. 

We hope, therefore, that something will be done speedily to place the law for regulating 
Lunatic A^huns, and more especially for admitting patients into them, on a proper and 
satisfactory footing. The present state of the law on this subject is a blot upon the statute, 
book of the country. We doubt not that horrible Iniquities have been perpetrated in its 
name. Indeed, cases might be mentioned which hare come to light, and which would be 
incredible were they not fully attested. We think our feUow-townsman, Dr. Leech, de. 
serves much credit for the active and indefatigable spirit in which he has prosecuted this 
8ulit)eet. He has laboured much, and we believe sincerely and en good grounds, to show 
the iniquity and atrocity of the present system, and we think his repeated representations 
at the annual meetfaigs of the Directors of the Glasgow Royal Lunatic Asylum ought to 
rec^e greater attentioa than they have hitherto met with. 



ANNUAL MEETING, 1852. 

Annual Meeting of the Directors of the Glasgow Boyal Asylnm for Lunatics, 
held 15th Janhaiy, 1852, from report in OUugow Herald, of 16th January, 1852, 
and which was copied into the Glasgow newspapers generally— Hon. James 
Stbwabt, Lord Provost in the chair : — 

The adoption of the repcurt was moved by Dr. Lsbcb, seconded by Mr. Kbbr, and unani- 
mously i4>proved. 

Mr. Kerb moved a vote of thanks to the directors and ofBcers in connexion wUh the 
institution, and Dr. Drury seconded the motion. 

Dr. Leech began to read a paper in M.S., but as the gentlemen present began to move 
away one by one, the Chairman, after ascertaining that Dr. Leech did not intend to con- 
dude with a motion, said that a document so lengthy as that which Dr. Leech held in U» 
hands appeared to be more ad^ted for the columns of a newq^i^er than for a me^iing so 
small as the present. 

Dr. Leech then announced his intention of publishing the document referred to in tb« 
lUformertt OaxetU, 

After a vote of thanks to the Chairman, the meeting broke vip. 

N.B. — Mr. R. Crawford read a very severe lecture to the meeting, characterising their 
conduct as that of big chUdren occupying the Ume of the meeting with the most frivolous 
trifles, while the most important business was, on a mere pretext, set aside ; yet no notice 
was taken of this in tlie newsaper reports, nor even mention made of his name. 

(JProm the Glasgow R^ormerif Gazette, 2\gt Jan., 1852.) 
OUR LUNATIC ASrLUMS AND THE NUNNERIES. 

Our d^ has this week been crowded with petitions for opening to public inspection tliose 
ecclesiastical finale prisons— the nunneries of the Roman Catholic Church. We think it 
is high time to do so. Whatever Jesuits or casuists may say, we hold that nunneries are 
nothing better than prisons, and that, like other prisons, they ought to be rendered 
accessible to the legal authorities. It cannot be denied that they are generally employed as 
the means of engulphlng private property in the church. Young ladies of rank and wealth 
are persuaded to immure themsdves In these prisons by a kind of q^britual influence which 
it is exceedingly difiScult for young and susceptible minds to resist; and if, peradventure, 
they afterwards repent of their resolution ; or if they should change their mind, brfore the 
final step has been taken, is it not right that th^ should ei^oy freedom of choice, and the 
means of communicating their real wishes to the legal authorities of the land? 

But, while we denounce and deprecate the nunnary-qrst«aa as one of the most cunningly- 
devised engines of Popery for adding to the wealth of the Church, is there not something 
exceedingly similar to this system in the law of Lunatic Asylums as at present in operation 
among us ? By that law the simple certificate of one medical man, with the concurrence of 
another. Is all that is required to consign to a mad-house, perhaps for life, any individual 
who betrays a littie eccentridty. The Sheriff, indeed, must grant his warrant ; but this we 
believe to be practically nothing better than a mere form. The Sheriff, with his multi- 
farious duties, cannot be expected to inquire minutdy into every case that is brought before 
him for his warrant. We suspect that he generally attaches his signature as a matter of 
course. The presumption is always against the alleged lunatic ; his friends are supposed to 
be acting with a spedal view to his interests: and any dedaration emanating from the 
victim himself is treated as another symptom of madness. Once pronounce a man insane^ 
and even his wisest actions will be misconstrued. Any individual, therefore, who possesses 
a little property, and who is perhaps guilty of a few eocentridttes, runs a considerable risk 
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of finding his way to » prison from wlilch he has little dianoe of escape. If )^ nflaresf 
relations are of that daiis who care not what may become of him, provided they can get hold 
of his property, what is to prevent them coming to an understanding with some needy 
medical man, who, with the concurrmice of another equally needy, and po^aps equally 
unprincipled, can thrust the unfortunate victim into a lunatic prison, and then share the 
wpoil with his friends. 

We are not speaking of a mere pondbUi^, but of a transaction which is known to be of 
frequent occurrence. Dr. Brown, the able physician to the celebrated Royal Crighton 
Institution near Dumfries, observes in his recent work on Asylums — ** Now, I have spoken 
of prisons being used as asylums ; but the converse is likewise true — asylums being used aa 
prisons ; with this important difference, however, that in the latter case the prisoner was 
uUtless, not being even guilty of being diseased." In fact, the popular belief that asylums 
lave been employed to gratify the cupidity or malice of interested or indiiferent friends, 
appears not to be without foundation. 

Such a declaration, emanating fW>m sudi a source, is worthy of serious attention. 
Numerous cases have been brought to light, in which individuals have literally been kid- 
napped, on the plea of insanity, simply to get hold of their property. Many such cases are 
on record, is it not, therefore, high time that some attempt should be made to procure an 
alteration of the present law on the subject. Shall we permit a system to continue, the 
effect of which is to render our Limatio Asylums prisons for helpless victims, still more 
gloomy and hopeless than even the Roman Catholic Nunneries or the Inquisition itself? 
The loud protest of a person of sane mind confined within the gloomy dungeons, or 
monastic cells of the Church, may possibly, by some accident penetrate through vaulted 
cloisters and iron bars, and thus procure relief for the victim ; but what avaUs the protest 
or remonstrance of a person who is once declared to be bereft of reason ? Hu loudest 
appeals are in vain. His most indignant utterances are treated as nothing better than 
raving. If not really insane whoi first entrapped, and detained by some spedous artifice 
within the walls of the asylum, his tottering reason reels under the stroke, and he is driven 
mad by a sense of the fearful ii^ustice and tyranny to which he is subjected like a helpless 
child at the will of some selfish relative, who longs to riot on his propcn^. 

We must frankly say that we do not think sufficient attention has been paid by the Direc- 
tors of the Glasgow Royal Asylum to the repeated representations of our worthy feUow- 
townsman, Dr. Leech, on this important subject. It is a subject, however, which begins to 
command attention throughout the country. The Earl of Shaftesbury (Lord Ashley) has 
announced his intention of proposing some change relating to criminal lunatics. The dis- 
cussion on this subject, and also on tiie question of subjecting Popish nunneries to inspec- 
tion, which cannot fail to arise in the course of the ensuing session, wUl lead, we hope, to a 
g«aeral consideration and speedy revision of the laws relating to lunatics. A society has 
likewise been in existence from the year 1845, namely. The Alleged-Lunatics' Friendly 
Society, the ottject of which is **the protection of the British subject firom ui^ust confine- 
ment, on the ground of mental derangement, and for the redress of persons so confined." 
We understand that Dr. Leech and other friends of the cause, are endeavouring to esta- 
blish a branch of this society in Glasgow, and feeling, as we do strongly, the great import- 
ance of the sul:(}ect, we hope theh* philuithropio efforts will meet witib public support, and 
will finally be crowned with success. 
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